Keysor PTO Minutes 

1/17/12

Attending:  Sara Heartlein, Kate Lichtenberg, Robin Ehrlich, Jennifer Spohr, Mary Vann, April Curtis, Ryan Morgan, Katie Bernsen, Rachel Myers, Caroline Villanueva, Tina Roche
________________________________
Dr. Painter – will be presenting the Keysor School Improvement plan at the School Board meeting tonight so his presentation was first.  Club LEO – Learning Effort Organization – will be starting soon.  This is a by-invitation program designed to support kids in need of some additional help. It will be offered Tuesdays and Thursdays, February-April; 8 weeks, 2 days a week. Last year we had 18 teachers tutoring 94 kids. This will be the third year of the program.  Originally the program was funded by DESE (Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education) grant from the state, and last year the District elected to support it because of its demonstrable success. However, the district only provides funding for 10 teachers, targeting a 10:1 student teacher ratio, so we have to find it in other areas of the budget.  This year we estimate we’ll help 80-90 students and will target no more than a 6:1 ratio.  The teachers have been very supportive and willing to invest this additional time in Keysor kids, and we hope that will continue.  This program (started at/by Keysor) has been so successful the District has now implemented it district-wide (though it is called different things at the different schools).
Financial Update – Ryan reviewed the most recent financials.  See this link for the Mid-year budget update.  Overall, we’ve had decent performance with some slight variance from budget.  Trivia Night, our largest single fundraiser, has yet to occur.  The only area that is over budget expense-wise is Keysor Cares, our confidential fund for families-in-need, managed by Jill Gatcombe (guidance counselor). After not using all the funds allocated in prior years, Keysor families have experienced higher levels of need this year, so this fund has been used more heavily.  Consensus was that this is absolutely an area PTO wants to continue to support, and that being slightly over budget here is OK.
Fun Fair will be February 4th 11 am – 2 pm -  tickets are 5 for $1 ahead of time; 4 for $1 at the event. Volunteers still needed; you should have received a sign-up sheet in backpack mail.  If interested in volunteering, contact Joanie Van Rees.  We’ve been told by the Fun Fair vendor that the cost of prizes may be higher this year. There was some discussion of whether we should raise the ticket prices, but the group elected to hold the line on tickets despite the cost increase, as Fun Fair is specifically intended to be a low-cost, fun-only event, and not a fundraiser.  There was also discussion of why the Fun Fair teacher auction budget is separate from the Fun Fair budget; this is a legacy of when there used to be a larger silent auction.  That auction has now moved exclusively to Trivia Night.
Katie Bernsen shared several very nice thank you notes from teachers for various things PTO has done – Tracy St. Clair, Jean Marie Peterson, Jill Gatcombe, Vanessa Lang, and Melissa John all sent them. She will touch base with Kelly Eschenroeder to see if there is a place we can display these so parents see them.
KHS Girls’ Soccerfest. Friday March 9, from 6-9 pm at KHS – The KHS girls’  soccer program is putting on a girls’ soccer event for grades 1-7.  You should have received a flyer home via backpack mail.  A copy of the flyer is attached to these minutes, if interested. $35 advance registration if signed up by March 1 includes pizza and a t shirt for each child and supports KHS girls’ soccer.
Blood Drive - March 6,  1:30-7:00 pm – New this year -- registration will be available online! Last year it was difficult to coordinate schedules, and we actually had to turn people away.  Posters are being printed with sign up detail.  To sign up, email Kate Lichtenberg or check the posters for online registration address and use keyword “Keysor.” We will be scheduling for 76 slots with a goal of 57 units.  “Hero” letters will be going out to donors. We will also be trying to put together a certificate for the Keysor Ambassadors who manage the ‘cantina’ with snacks/drinks for donors. Kate will also be at Fun Fair with a laptop to register people online on the spot. Additional information will be forthcoming via backpack mail.

Trivia Night – Friday 3/9  Theme is “Get Lost in a Book” so come dressed as your favorite literary characters.  Tables are $120 each; $15 person; $30 couple. You should have gotten ‘save the date’ home this week and donation requests will be coming soon. Be thinking about whether you might be able to host a party and whether you or your company might be able to make a donation. This is a great time and our biggest fundraiser of the year.  Don’t miss it!
Family Movie Night – Friday 1/27 at Keysor in the Gym.  Doors 6:30; Movie at 7:00.  Wear your pajamas, bring sleeping bags/blankets to sprawl on.  Movie will be Cars 2.

Restaurant Nights -  Sunday 1/29 dinner only, 1/30 both lunch and dinner, 119 North will be donating 20% to Keysor PTO. Make an effort to come and let them know you are there because of Keysor! You get a great meal and PTO gets a donation. We did very well at Amigo’s and hope to schedule another restaurant night there in the Spring as well.
Magic House Night.  Tuesday 3/13 6-8pm. $2/person to come and enjoy the Magic House. It is a great night and cheap family entertainment.  
Answer to the Teacher Trivia question (who has a sister the age of the kids she teaches?) is Mrs. Fink.  April Curtis guessed right and won the drawing so she gets the prize!


















